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On July 22 at a regular press conference, State Department spokesperson Anne Oakley was
questioned about reports that Peru is seeking more US military aid. She said, "Peru is a friendly
country with whom the United States has long enjoyed good relations." The spokesperson then
noted that there are congressional restrictions on US aid to the Peruvian government which is
engaged in a struggle with two "vicious" terrorist groups. According to Oakley, "There is no doubt
that Peru could use more military assistance from the United States." She added that the US is not
a major supplier of the Peruvian armed forces. Next, Oakley pointed out that in recent years US
assistance to Peru has totaled about $50 million per year, nearly all economic aid. Military assistance
for this year, she said, is $400,000, budgeted for the International Military Education and Training
Program. Oakley asserted that discussions with Peru on military matters "are conducted without
reference to Peruvian relations with other countries." In the past, Lima has obtained arms from
the Soviet Union. "We have approached the subject of military assistance with the mutual respect
that has long characterized our relations," she said. "We are, however, constrained by overall
resource levels, and often limited in what we can actually spend by congressional sanctions, result of
Peruvian arrearages on foreign military sales accounts."
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